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July 28, 2020
Dear FTS families,
I hope this letter finds you enjoying your summer! Thank you to everyone who was able to provide feedback
in our survey as we make plans for the 2020-2021 school year. The feedback was invaluable as we planned
for next year and is guiding us in revising and improving our virtual learning plans.
In planning for September, a committee was formed representing the various groups within our school
community. Working with guidance from the NJ Department of Education, NJ Department of Health, Warren
County Department of Health and the CDC, the committee carefully addressed the critical areas defined by
the Department of Education for reopening schools. The goal in opening our school in September is to
provide as much in-person, consistent instruction as possible, with safety as our number one priority for staff
and students. Our plan for reopening reflects this goal to the greatest extent possible and provides solutions
for some of our greatest challenges within the guidelines, including capacity limitations and the ability to
offer options to our families.
The presentation posted with this letter includes the main highlights of our re-opening plan. The entire plan
is awaiting approval from the Department of Education and will be posted soon. We ask all families to review
the information and complete the posted Family Questionnaire. Also available is information and a form for
those who will choose the Fulltime Remote Learning option for September.
In March, we were all thrown into this pandemic with very little time to plan. What was supposed to be a two
week school closure in the beginning has grown exponentially into producing several different plans and
options to ensure the safety of our school community. There are innumerable “what if” scenarios and we
recognize that each family situation is very different. While it would be impossible for the district to answer
every “what if” question or to provide an exact plan for each unique family situation, please know that we
have spent a lot of time developing plans that provide for a thorough and equitable education for our
students under these trying conditions. We are very fortunate within our community that we have not had
the high numbers of Covid-19 cases or devastating losses that other communities have had to face up to this
point. We are grateful that our community has been able to pull together to ensure the safety of all within it.
It is the intention of the school district and this plan to continue this vigilance to keep our children, families
and staff safe.
As the summer continues, FTS remains committed to implementing plans to safely provide as much in-person
instruction as our space allows and improving our virtual learning plans. We ask that our community be
mindful that this is a situation where rapid changes can and will likely occur as guidelines are updated over
the weeks leading up to September. The district will continue to communicate with families as updates are
made available and if plans change. Thank you for your continued support of our school!
Sincerely,

Stephanie Bonaparte

