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April 29, 2020

Dear FTS Families,
I hope this update continues to find you in good spirits and good health!
The Governor has released a reopening plan for the state however, we do not have a date that schools
may reopen yet and have been told this will not be revisited until mid-May at the earliest. For this
reason, we are preparing for one more mailing to be sent out to students for the time period May 18 th
through the last day of school. This mailing will be going out on Thursday, May 7th. Please allow one
week for delivery and contact Ms. Deuel if you do not receive an envelope. Teachers will continue to
utilize the meets and other technology platforms for assignments as well.
The staff at FTS has been working closely to address all questions and issues that have naturally come
out of distance learning. One question has been about how to grade students and give them credit for
the work they are doing. We are going to move forward with our normal grade scales for Trimester 3,
with a few modifications, to ensure students are accountable for their work and feel validated with how
hard they are working. Focus will be placed on giving students credit for the work they are doing and
teachers will address instructional concerns through meets and individual feedback. Grades K-2 and
special areas will continue with their standards based scales. Grades 3-6 will continue to use letter
grades with the modification that we are dropping the + and – in favor of a more expansive scale.
It will be as follows:
A=90-100
B=80-89
C=70-79
D=60-69
F=59 and below
In the coming days, teachers will be communicating with you regarding individual classes and how they
will be moving forward with your child’s work. If you have any questions about grades or have faced any
concerns with the work, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.
As usual, I am so proud to share the impactful work that is being done by our school community.
Students from K-6 participated in making cards and writing letters thanking our healthcare heroes,
which will be sent to a hospital where a former FTS student is caring for Covid-19 patients. The
Frelinghuysen Education Association applied for and was awarded a grant to provide a catered meal for
the healthcare heroes at Newton Hospital this week. Our students also continue to make cards for
senior citizens in local long term care facilities. While we know this has not been easy for many reasons,
we are so grateful that our school community continues to come together for each other and others in
our community who are being impacted. As always, please do not hesitate to contact me for anything
you may need.
Sincerely,

Stephanie Bonaparte

