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March 13, 2020
Dear FTS families,
I hope this message finds you well. The health and safety of our school community are our top priority
along with keeping our families informed. To that end, I am writing to you today to provide you with the
most recent updates provided to us and let you know what plans FTS has put in place in response to the
COVID-19 outbreak. Please know that we have taken a measured and active response, following all of
the recommendations from health and state officials. We are in daily contact with health officials for
updates and are monitoring this situation carefully to ensure the safety of our school community. For
the last several weeks, staff has been diligently reinforcing hand washing/sanitizing, disinfecting
classrooms and common areas and encouraging sick individuals to stay home. Yesterday, on the advice
of the Warren County Health Department, we made the difficult decision to postpone field trips for the
time being. We will reassess in a few weeks to determine when school trips can continue. Likewise, on
the advice of health officials, we have decided to cancel after school activities and other building use
until further notice. The only exception to this will be our aftercare program, which will still be available
to those families who use the services when school is in session.
At this moment, there are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Warren or Sussex Counties. Should this or
the advice of state officials change in the coming days, FTS will follow all recommendations regarding
their advisements for school closings. Over the last week, the staff at FTS has worked diligently to
develop a preparedness plan that would allow for meaningful home instruction during school closures.
The Department of Education has released guidelines that would allow for these home instruction days
to count towards the yearly requirement of 180 school days. A copy of our preparedness plan can be
viewed on our website.
We have been advised to prepare as much as possible for a school closure. Today, your child received
materials and plans from their teachers in preparation for a school closure. Included in their materials
are helpful guidelines for parents and caretakers to navigate remote instruction. We ask that you keep
materials organized and keep them in a safe location where they can be retrieved when needed. We
strongly recommend that families follow the timelines given by the teachers to keep a continuity of
instruction.
If/when the decision to close school is made; we will alert you as soon as possible via Honeywell and
Facebook. We will be posting pertinent information and plans to our website to help keep you informed
as well so please check for updates. Thank you for your understanding and support as this
unprecedented situation unfolds.
Sincerely,

Stephanie Bonaparte

