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March 9, 2020
Dear FTS Families,
The safety of our school community is our top priority as we monitor the latest information regarding
COVID-19. We are in close contact with both our County Department of Health and the New Jersey
Department of Health (NJDOH) to monitor the latest updates and assess questions that may come up.
We will be posting pertinent information and updates on our website and will sending out
communication for anything that directly affects our community. In the meantime, this letter will serve
to communicate our current actions and future plans as this situation develops in New Jersey.
The current CDC recommendations encourage preparedness, not panic, for schools and communities. At
FTS, staff has been working together to ensure common areas are cleaned, students are encouraged to
wash/sanitize their hands and not touch their faces, students are told to cough into their elbows and
any student showing signs of illness is assessed by our school nurse. These preventative measures are
usually in place each year for flu season however, there is heightened awareness around these practices
right now. Families can assist us in these preventative measures by encouraging these hygienic practices
and by keeping sick children home.
We have several field trips coming up in the next few weeks. These trips will be assessed on a case by
case basis using the latest guidance from the NJDOH and by assessing the conditions at the location of
the trip. We will update parents as soon as possible if we believe a cancellation is necessary.
In the event that the NJDOH mandates our school to close, we are working on plans to be able to
provide remote home instruction for students. However, in making these plans, please know that we are
aware of the challenges we face in our area with connectivity and device availability. We also know that
there are additional difficulties for our youngest students in developing a remote learning plan. For
these reasons, we will be carefully assessing all of our options to meet the needs of our students, should
the NJDOH deem closing necessary. If this becomes more of a reality for our community, further
information regarding this will be sent to our families.
Please continue to check our website where we will be posting the latest pertinent information
regarding schools and COVID-19. If you have any health related questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Mrs. Toronzi. Thank you for partnering with us to encourage prevention and preparedness.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Bonaparte

